
25th October 2019 

  Half Term 1  Newsletter  

A MESSAGE FROM THE HEAD TEACHER 

Welcome to our first newsletter for some time. This will be an opportunity 
to celebrate our success and discuss relevant issues with our parents and 
carers. 

It has been a very busy half term – with our largest number of new students 
for many years and they are all taking various degrees of time to settle into 
their new environment. 

This has been compounded with a larger than usual rate of staff absence 
which has made relationship building more difficult. 

We have raised a substantial amount of money for Macmillan cancer through 
our coffee morning –raising £183.69 at South – giving a total of £470.67 
across both sites. Well done to all our students, staff and parents. 

We were lucky enough to have Lynsey Rushworth join us as a teacher in 
Primary in September, along with Hazel Griffiths teaching technology. 
Rebecca Atkinson and Lyndsey Howells joined us as Teaching Assistants. 
Welcome to all our new staff. 

There are some important dates for your diary when we return after half 
term on the run up to Christmas: 

 Monday 4th November – Return to school 

 Tuesday 12th/13th November – Year 11 review meetings 

 Friday 15th November – Children in Need (none uniform day) 

 Monday 18th – Wednesday 20th November – Year 5 & 6 Review meetings 

 Wednesday 4th December – 11th December – Year 7 review meetings 

 Monday 9th December – Consultation Day – students and parents invited 
to attend for progress meeting. Appointments will be arranged. 

 Friday 20th December – Break up for Christmas holiday (none uniform 
day) 

 Tuesday 7th January 2020 – Students return to school 

 If there are parents who wish to join a Queensway South Parents group 
which could hold half termly meetings to discuss school related issues and 
additional support for families. Can you please contact Mr Griffiths to see if 
we have a viable number. 

 Enjoy your half term break and we can all return to school refreshed for 
the run up to Christmas.  

Nigel  Griffiths  

Head Teacher 
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MEET OUR NEW STAFF 

My name is Hazel Griffiths, teacher in charge of Design and 
Technology and I am delighted to be welcomed into the 
Queensway South team to deliver some exciting new projects 
to your child. I graduated from the University of Greenwich, 
London and have taught all the key subjects under the umbrella 
of Design and Technology including Resistant Materials, 
Graphics, Textiles, Food, Electronics, Product design and 
Engineering. I have taught in both the secondary phase and 
primary phase for sixteen years, and thoroughly enjoy sharing 
my passion for designing, making and creating new products and 
working with a whole range of materials in the hope of sparking 

and developing problem solving skills. I am interested in houses and interior design and 
regularly take on DIY work for friends and family. Apart from that, I am a keen baker 
and love baking sweet and savoury goodies. 

 
I am looking forward to getting to know each student of my class and develop their 
knowledge within Design and Technology. This year will be a challenging one for your 
child; however, I will try to make the classes more interesting as well as easier, so that 
each child understands and enjoys them. Moreover, I do not just want to stick to 
academics. Rather, I am planning activities to develop the creative skills and interests 
of students as well. I hope to make this academic year an educational as well as a fun-
filled year for the students. 
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Hi, my name is Becky Atkinson and I joined the staff of 
Queensway South in September 2019. I have spent the last 4 
years in various educational settings and positions, at the moment 
I am predominantly working as an English TA. My main roles are to 
support students in class and provide one to one intervention 
sessions for individual students. Out of school I enjoy spending as 
much time as possible with my husband and son. I love to be 
creative and I’m a huge fan of a wide range of different games, on 
many different gaming platforms. I wanted to say a huge thank 
you not only to the staff but pupils for a very warm and excepting 
welcome I have had this half term and I look forward to my 
future at Queensway. 

Hello, I’m Mrs Rushworth and I’m one of the Primary Teachers 
here at QWS. I completed part of my PGCE Primary Teaching with 
SEND at Queensway and am delighted to have had the opportunity 
to return! I have had many years’ experience working with the 
young people in Telford and I am passionate about providing a 
creative curriculum which enables our children to make the best 
possible progress as learners, and as individuals.   



Hi my name is Lyndsey, I have previously worked in accounts, 
as a civil servant and in main-stream schools. I home schooled 
my youngest child for a period of time, which gave me the 
incentive to change careers. After him experiencing some 
difficulties within education I wanted to help other children 
that had similar experiences to him. I wanted to help make a 
change to other children’s lives.  

This year’s school council members are: 

Primary: Mason 
Blue: John 
Silver: Josh 
Yellow: Jamie 
Purple: Paul 
Gold: AJ 
Green: Harvey 

 

School council gives students a chance to have a voice in school. We meet on a 
weekly basis. 0ur first task has been to organise and run the MacMillan Coffee 
Morning on Friday 27th September. Many thanks to all those that were able to 
attend and who donated cakes. This was a great first event for our new school 
counsellors to organise. A big thank you also to Jack for his fantastic music that 
entertained us at the coffee morning. We raised an amazing £183!!!  

Our councillors’ next task will be to identify the issues that concern their form and 
formulate a plan for the term. Students will also have the opportunity to chair a 
meeting and be the minute taker for the meeting. 

SCHOOL COUNCIL  



This half term we have been learning all about The Ancient Egyptians. We have 
learnt about the mummification process and even played games such as making 
each other into mummies! In English we watched a video about a man in a pyramid 
and wrote about what might happen next. We are using our imaginations to predict 
future events.  

Each Friday when a student has had a ‘green’ behaviour week they participate in 
our Primary Reward Trip. We have enjoyed trips to the town park and played 
games on the field.  

Next half term we are focusing on Alternative 
Fairy Tales and have lots planned for anti-bullying 

week.  

PRIMARY AT QUEENSWAY SOUTH  
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David Thompson 

Mason McAllister 

Deanna Jones 

Sebastian Aston’s story 
about the shipwreck 
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ENGLISH AT QUEENSWAY SOUTH 

Many of our KS4 pupils have started their year off with a huge amount of 
effort and energy. With the majority of our KS4 pupils sitting GCSEs at the 
end of this year the level of focus and determination has gone up a notch. 
Special mention to Charlie and Scarlet whose extend writing has improved in 
length and quality this half term; Chelsey who has been putting in extra work to 
improve the clarity of her work and to Ben who has produced serious amounts of 
work lesson after lesson. 
  
Our KS3 pupils have been getting used to their new classes while learning about 
Crime and Conflict. I have read some exciting and bloody stories of mystery, 
murder and mayhem from a number of our pupils. As the year goes on, I look 
forward to seeing many of our KS3 pupils in short English Interventions so we 
can develop confidence in reading and spelling.    
  
Spellings: All pupils have undergone a spelling test to help determine which 
spellings each individual should focus on. If anyone would like this spelling list to 
work on at home as well as in school please make it known and I can email a list 
of spellings to you.   
  
Library: A reminder to all pupils that our bespoke book collection is available to 
all. Talk to Lucy about the kinds of things you like and she will try to pair you up 
with a book that you will love. This book can be read at home by a family 
member, read independently or, if time allows, read in class for a few minutes 
between tasks. 

MATHS AT QUEENSWAY SOUTH 

Many students would happily say Maths is not their favourite subject and is 
often a subject that many students find difficult. Taking this into consideration 
our students have started this year with a high level of effort and 
determination to do well and to try and exceed at new topics. Many students 
enter Maths with an open mind and show a willingness to do well. 
 
Our Year 11 students are working hard towards completing their GCSEs at the 
end of this year and are showing a high level of determination and effort to 
achieve their potential. We are putting in Maths Interventions to focus on a 
specific methods and topics. As well as offering an after school club for Year 11 
students to focus on topics of their choice. Many Year 10 have also started the 
year well and have shown high levels of aspiration. Many students have spoken to 
me about sitting their GCSEs early at the end of this year and we are working 
hard towards making this a reality by focusing on the Mock Exams in January.  
 
Our KS3 students have been settling into their groups and many students are 
showing great effort in class to do well. This half term we have been focusing on 
place value and the four operations. I am looking forward to putting in 
personalised interventions to help with specific techniques and methods, 
especially times tables which are fundamental to Maths as the year progresses.  
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Primary students this term have been investigating how to separate and purify 

mixtures.  All of the students have developed 

Excellent practical skills way above the normal skills of students their age, having 

access to a full laboratory and practical work.  The Science department have been 

supporting the delivery of the human body and food topics this term. 

Students have been extremely positive about their Science lessons and have carefully 

followed instructions to produce pure crystals, make pure potable water, food testing 

and Microscope work investigating cell structure. 

Of course they are stars at using Bunsen Burners and following safety protocols as 

well – I think their favourite part of science.  I would like to congratulate them on an 

excellent high level of attainment in Science this term – well done my Scientists 

 Charlie Holmes, Andrew Walker in Group 7 have passed their latest Entry level 

practical task at Level 3, the highest possible grade, and have produced 

Some excellent assessment work towards their final ELC grade – well done. 

Bradley Watton, Connor Wilcox, Jake Bailey Richardson, Cameron Broad and Larissa 

Wood have been consistently excellent in all pf their Science lessons, both in 

practical and theory work. 

The topics covered this half term have been Microscopy and Cells, Food testing and 
separating mixtures topics.  Well done to each of you.  

SCIENCE AT QUEENSWAY SOUTH 

CLUBS  

Monday and Wednesday Lunchtime—Podcast Club  

Tuesday 3 to 3:45—Music Club 

Wednesday 3 to 3:45—Year 11 Maths   

Monday 3 00 - 3:45 Football  

Wednesday  3:00—3:45 Fitness  

 



  7 

Cameron Broad 

Connor Wilcox 

Kyle Massey 

Mason McAllister 

Alex Stephens 

Sebastian Aston 

Deanna Jones 

Sophia Needle 

Elliott Podmore 

Year 7 – Elliot Smart 

Year 8 – Larissa Wood 

Year 9 – Cameron Broad 

Year 10 – AJ Walker 

Year 11 – Ben Fellows 

MOST STAR WORKS 

   100% ATTENDANCE 

John Allie 

Lacey-Jane Clare 

Casey Horton 

Elliot Smart 

AJ Walker 

Chelsey Wilcox 

Brooklyn Walker 

John Howes 

Ben Morris 

Bradley Phillips 

As a school we would like to 
congratulate the following students 
on an excellent achievement in gaining 
100% attendance during the first 
half term: 

A huge well done to the following students on achieving 
the most star works this half term:  



  

8 

In PE we do a weekly challenge to provide pupils with 

opportunities to improve their personal best scores in 
various skills, and as a result develop their resilience in 

the hope that this will transfer to other subject areas.   

PE AT QUEENSWAY SOUTH 

  KS3 KS4 

  BOYS GIRLS BOYS GIRLS 

HOCKEY STICK BALANCE 

1 Joshua S Megan Brooklyn Alisha 

2 Connor Riss AJ Scarlet 

3 Cameron Beks Bob Chelsey 

STANDING LONG JUMP 

1 Logan Crystal & Megan Bob Alisha 

2 Morgan LJ Jack Charlie 

3 Connor Beks Brooklyn Scarlet 

TABLE TENNIS BOUNCES 

1 McKenzie Crystal Bob Alisha 

2 Jake Megan Jack Charlie 

3 Jamie Riss Brooklyn Scarlet 

INVERTED BENCH BALANCE 

1 Martyn Megan Jack   

2 Connor Riss Bob   

3 Callum Beks Ben   

BADMINTON RALLY 

1 Elliot Crystal Ben   

2 Joshua S Megan Jack   

3 Brandon Riss AJ & Bob   

HARVARD STEP TEST 

1 Bradley P Riss Bob   

2 Shanie & Elliot Megan AJ   

3 Brandon Malissa Ben   
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DODGEBALL TOURNAMENT 

Date: Monday 18th November 

Time: 9:45am-1:00pm 

Venue: Southall School 

Both KS3 & KS4 (separate teams) 

KS3 pupils have a scorecard in PE that is completed each lesson.  

Pupils are given scores for the following: 

Kit (wearing their own or the spare kit we provide) 
Participation (practically or officiating/leading if injured)  
Responsibility (help with equipment/peers/specific role)  
Green (behaviour/points book etc.) 
 
The pupils with the highest scores                                                                                                                                                                                                        
this half term: 

Group 3 – Bradley Phillips 

Group 4 – Ben Morris 

Group 5 – Connor Wilcox 

Group 6 – Larissa Wood 

Well done! Score card winners will 
receive a prize at the end of half 
term.    

TOP SCORERS IN PE... 



Date: 17/12/2019 

Time: 
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FREE ENTRY 

Raffle and Refreshments  


